
Dear Sirs! 

 

 

With some 20 years in investigative reporting and three Store Journalistpriset (Sweden’s version of the 

Cavling Prize) we are very aware of the immense energy, competence and dedication it takes to unveil 

something like the Danske Bank scandal. 

 

We have done investigations into the war on terror, corruption in the arms industry, the world of offshore 

fishing and subsequent money laundering in offshore finance. 

 

We have been where Berlingskes team has been on the Danske Bank story and we know that it takes 

extraordinary cultivation of sources, protecting of them, cunning strategies in interviewing the responsible, 

a ton of hours to go through the material. 

 

In short, one must really, really want to do what journalism is all about: inform the public and challenge the 

powers that be. 

 

Berlingskes Eva Jung, Simon Bentsen and Michael Lund has been our colleagues in over a decade and 

during several investigations and it was therefore no surprise when they first told us of their findings.  But 

we could not imagine the magnitude of what they have revealed. To our best understanding this is one of 

the world’s largest money laundering scandals at staggering 200 billion dollars. 

 

The fact that Danske Bank used the good name of Denmark, its impact on European and international 

markets to wash the proceeds of the kleptocracy in neighboring Russia shows that their findings are not 

just criminal behavior on part of the bank but to a large extent the network supporting undemocratic 

structures in our current world, to the detriment not only of Russia’s citizens but to the world. 

 

We know what it’s like to be reporters ”from the North Pole” – a small country with little significance in 

international circles. Your patience must be enormous waiting last in line on voicemail queues where media 

from larger countries have a direct line. You are working against budget constraints foreign to big 

international newsrooms. You must compensate for all that with energy and cunning.  

 

The Berlingske team has showed that they are able to do that. And in our view, there is no journalism 

award to grand not to be awarded to this kind of work, including Cavlingprisen, for whom we 

wholeheartedly recommend the team. 
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Yours Sincerely 

 

 

Joachim Dyfvermark, Sven Bergman and Fredrik Laurin 

Uppdrag granskning, Swedish Public Service Television 
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